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Abstract:

Climate change will likely exacerbate already existing urban social inequities and health risks, thereby
exacerbating existing urban health inequities. Cities in low- and middle-income countries are particularly
vulnerable. Urbanization is both a cause of and potential solution to global climate change. Most population
growth in the foreseeable future will occur in urban areas primarily in developing countries. How this growth
is managed has enormous implications for climate change given the increasing concentration and
magnitude of economic production in urban localities, as well as the higher consumption practices of
urbanites, especially the middle classes, compared to rural populations. There is still much to learn about
the extent to which climate change affects urban health equity and what can be done effectively in different
socio-political and socio-economic contexts to improve the health of urban dwelling humans and the
environment. But it is clear that equity-oriented climate change adaptation means attention to the social
conditions in which urban populations live-this is not just a climate change policy issue, it requires
inter-sectoral action. Policies and programs in urban planning and design, workplace health and safety, and
urban agriculture can help mitigate further climate change and adapt to existing climate change. If done
well, these will also be good for urban health equity.

Source: http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3191212   

Resource Description

Exposure :  

weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health

 Ecosystem Changes, Extreme Weather Event, Food/Water Security, Human Conflict/Displacement, Sea
Level Rise, Temperature

Extreme Weather Event: Flooding, Hurricanes/Cyclones

Food/Water Security: Food Access/Distribution

Temperature: Extreme Heat

Geographic Feature:  

resource focuses on specific type of geography

 Urban

Author(s): Friel S, Hancock T, Kjellstrom T, McGranahan G, Monge P, Roy J
Year: 2011

Journal: Journal of Urban Health : Bulletin of The New York Academy of Medicine. 88 (5):
886-895

Page 1 of 2

Climate Change and Human Health Literature Portal

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3191212
What is this?

What is this?

What is this?

What is this?



 Urban

Geographic Location:  

resource focuses on specific location

 Global or Unspecified

Health Co-Benefit/Co–Harm (Adaption/Mitigation):  

specification of beneficial or harmful impacts to health resulting from efforts to reduce or cope with
greenhouse gases 

A focus of content

Health Impact:  

specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure

 General Health Impact, Infectious Disease

Infectious Disease: Foodborne/Waterborne Disease, Vectorborne Disease

Foodborne/Waterborne Disease: General Foodborne/Waterborne Disease

Vectorborne Disease: General Vectorborne

Mitigation/Adaptation:  

mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource

 Adaptation, Mitigation

Population of Concern: A focus of content

Population of Concern:  

populations at particular risk or vulnerability to climate change impacts

 Low Socioeconomic Status

Resource Type:  

format or standard characteristic of resource

 Policy/Opinion, Review

Timescale:  

time period studied

 Time Scale Unspecified
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